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If you're planning to study abroad in the States, you've probably
been researching university locations, academic programs, admis-
sions requirements, and scholarships for international students.
There’s a lot to consider!

As you prepare, it's also important to familiarize yourself with the
terminology and structure of higher education in the U.S. To help, we
invite you to enroll in Study Abroad 101 by reading this quick guide.
It's a crash course designed to explain new terms and answer
international students’ most common questions about
studying abroad at a U.S. university.
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ﬁ WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE
“=— BETWEEN A STATE AND
PRIVATE UNIVERSITY?
State universities receive funding
from the state in which they are lo-
cated, while private universities do
not. State universities tend to be
larger and more affordable than pri-
vate universities, and offer more de-
grees, but this can vary substantial-
ly from school to school. Fead more
about whether a small or large college is
right for you.

WHAT IS A LIBERAL ARTS
S COLLEGE?

A liberal arts college is one
that strives to provide a broad,
well-rounded education in many
subjects, with only about 25-50% of
the courses in the student’s specific
major. This is in contrast to a college
that focuses the majority of one’s
classes on his or her specific degree
program.

WHAT IS A MAJOR
L__J AND WHEN DO | HAVE
TO DECIDE ON ONE?

A major is a field of undergra-
duate study, such as business
administration, journalism, or
physical therapy. Students at
most U.S. universities must
officially decide, or “declare”
their major by the end of their
second year of undergrad-
uate study. Once a major is
declared, the student com-
pletes a program of courses
in the chosen field in order to
complete a degree. The word
major is also used as a verb,
as in, “What are you going to
major in?” or “I'm majoring in
international studies.”

‘[' WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT DEGREES | CAN EARN AT A COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY?

At a college/university, students can earn either an undergraduate or graduate degree:

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES:

WHAT ARE “CORE”
AND “ELECTIVE”
COURSES?

Every university major, or pro-
gram of study, has certain re-
quired courses that students
in that major must complete.
These are core courses.
Elective courses, on the oth-
er hand, can be in a variety
of subject areas outside of
one’s major, and are courses
the student can choose with
more flexibility.

When you first apply to college after high school, you are applying to be an “undergraduate” student, meaning you do not yet have any type of degree.
As an undergraduate student, you can earn an associate or bachelor’s degree.

An associate degree is a two-year program that can be completed at a community college or a four-year college. Some associate degrees are
vocational in nature (focused on a specific skill to prepare you for a job) but most are designed to lead to a four-year bachelor’s degree.

Abachelor’s degree is a four-year program that includes the associate degree and can fall into one of two categories: science or arts. A Bachelor of
Science (BS) degree includes more technical and scientific degrees, such nursing, mathematics, and biology, while a Bachelor of Arts (BA) includes
degrees that fall into the category of social sciences, such as humanities, languages, and arts.

GRADUATE DEGREES:
Students who wish to take their education further can apply to graduate school, which is a division of the university offering advanced degrees beyond
the bachelor’s level: master’s or doctorate degrees.

A master’s degree is a specialized degree added onto a bachelor’s. It is usually a two-year program and is focused on a specific field of study. Like
bachelor’s degrees, master’s degrees can be in arts (an MA) or science (an MS) but they can also be in other areas, such as a Master’s in Business
Administration (MBA).

A doctorate is the highest degree you can earn. Programs typically take three to eight years (depending on the program and your current degree
level). Common doctorate degrees are the Medical Doctor (MD) degree or, in the field of law, the Juris Doctor (JD) degree. The PhD, or Doctor in
Philosophy degree, has a somewhat misleading name, since a person with this degree did not necessarily study philosophy. The PhD can be in any
number of disciplines, such as PhD in business, zoology, or literature.
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Congratulations! You’ve completed your crash course on U.S.
college/university terminology to better prepare you for your plans
to study abroad. And remember, if you still have questions, a Bridge
advisor is here to help.

BridgePathways Toll Free: 1-844-396-5336 . WeChat: Bridge-Advisor

600 South Cherry Street, Suite 520, @ Worldwide: 1-303-785-8891 Skype: BridgeEnglish_AJ
Denver, CO 80246 WhatsApp: +1 720 382 8184 Email: ajohnson@Dbridge.edu
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